Poetic Terms Sheet

1. Simile:


a comparison using like or as




Ie:  The ice was like glass.

2. Metaphor:

a direct comparison not using like or as




Ie:  The ice was glass.

3. Assonance:

repetition of the same or similar vowel sounds in sets of words or in a passage




Ie:  We need to be free.

4. Consonance: 

repetition of consonant sounds in the middle or at the ends of sets of words




Ie:  We listened to the swishing and swooshing of the waves.

5. Allusion:

a brief references to someone or something you assume people know about




Ie:  He was a modern day Albert Einstein.

6. Alliteration:  

repetition of consonants at the beginning of words (often tongue twisters)




Ie.  The slimy snake slithered away.

7. Imagery:

making pictures out of words (mental pictures)




Ie.  Not- apple- instead-a bright, shiny cherry red apple with a big bite out of it
8. Personification:  
giving human qualities/characteristics to things that are not human




Ie:  The car grunted and groaned

9. Irony:


a twist of fate




Ie:  Meeting the person of your dreams and realizing you’re dreaming.

10. Conceit:

a far fetched and ingenious comparison




Ie:  You are as beautiful as the sun and as gentle as a summer breeze.

11. Euphemism:
“fine speech” or verbal device used to avoid an unpleasant concept or expression (the use of a word or phrase that is less direct, but that is also less distasteful or less offensive than another)



Ie.  Instead of saying someone died a person might say they passed away.

12. Cliché:

a saying that has been used so much it has lost much of its meaning




Ie;  Look before you leap.

13. Hyperbole:

an extravagant exaggeration




Ie:  His eyes opened as wide as saucers.

you over, but I can't afford you.''

14. Onomatopoeia:
Making sounds into words


Ie:  bing, bang, crash, buzz, beep etc.

15. Oxymoron:

a figure of flat contradiction




Ie:  I’d like an order of jumbo shrimp.

16. Symbol:

Using something to represent something else




Ie:  My love is like a red red rose.

17. Pun:


A play on words




Ie:  A man is dying and someone says- You look very grave today.

18. Stanza:

a verse in a poem
19. Colloquial expression:  words and phrases used in everyday speech but avoided in formal writing 
Ie. Jack was bummed out about his chemistry grade instead of Jack was upset about his chemistry grade.

      20.  inverted syntax: 
reversing the normal word order of a sentence 

 


e.g."Whose woods these are I think I know."  Robert Frost

      21. Slant rhyme: 
A near rhyme in which the concluding consonant sounds are identical but not the vowels. Example: sun/noon, should/food, slim/ham. 

You must come up with examples for the following terms.

1 example- 1,2,3,4,5,7,8, 9,11,13,14,15,16,17,19,20,21

