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English First Peoples : Literary Studies and New Media 11  Course Outline
Welcome! This course is intended for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students. Academically is it the equivalent of English 11, which has a focus on Western Literature, and students will develop the English language and literacy skills and capacities they must have in order to meet British Columbia graduation requirements. EFP Literary Studies + New Media 11 is designed for students who are interested in studying First Peoples literature and examining the evolving role of technology in today’s society, especially the increasing importance of digital media in communicating and exchanging ideas and engaging in social advocacy. Students delve deeply into First Peoples oral and written literature in a range of media to explore various themes, authors, and topics.  This provides a foundation for students to think critically and creatively as they continue to explore, extend, and strengthen their own writing and communication. Students examine the increasingly complex digital world and have opportunities to demonstrate understanding and communicate sophisticated ideas through a wide variety of digital and print media. 
Through the study of literature and critical engagement with new media, students:
· extend their capacity to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts

· deepen their understanding of themselves and the world

· expand their understanding of what it means to be educated Canadian and global citizens
The following are possible areas of focus in EFP Literary Studies + New Media 11:

· the influence of new media on First Peoples personal and cultural identities – ideas include cultural homogenization, authenticity in representation, and cultural appropriation

· exploration of First Peoples themes as represented in new media – ideas include creating multigenerational narratives, contextualizing self in relation to community, expressing relationship to land, with consideration of issues such as cultural appropriation and inauthenticity

· new media performance art in relation to First Peoples themes – ideas include creating slam poetry, oratory, rap, drama, song, or multimodal work

· intersections between First Peoples themes and online social advocacy – ideas include Indigeneity and feminism, Indigeneity and LGBTQ, Indigeneity and inclusion, Indigeneity and environmental sustainability

· media studies related to First Peoples themes – ideas include the globalization of the media industry, representation of First Peoples in media, and documentaries in the age of digital media

· journalism and publishing related to First Peoples themes – ideas include changing roles and structures within news organizations; risks, challenges, and opportunities associated with professional journalism; how journalism and publishing can support preservation and revitalization of language and culture

· digital communication related to First Peoples themes – ideas include blogging, writing for the web, writing for social media, gaming, and podcasting and potentially including how these can support preservation and revitalization of language and culture

A key feature of this course is the focus on texts that represent authentic First Peoples’ voices (i.e. historical or contemporary texts created by, or with, First Peoples). During this course students will be reading, listening to, viewing, and studying various types of literature including stories, novels, poetry, and drama. Students will also work on improving their writing skills in various forms of composition including formal research writing, creative writing, literary, narrative, persuasive, and expository essays, and technical writing. Studies of grammar and literary terminology will be ongoing.

In our new trimester system, this course has been divided into two parts.  Part A will focus on literature studies  while Part B will focus in on new media.  Various forms of composition will be explored in both parts of the course.  Learning outcomes for the course are attached. This course is committed to learner centeredness. This means that the student bears a great deal of responsibility to engage him or herself with the material in thoughtful ways, and is expected to participate in learning in both individual work, and in small and large group situations. This course will also place an emphasis on awareness of self and others in equal measure. 
Supplies needed:
You will need the following supplies-2 pens (one dark blue or black and one red or green), pencil, eraser, 30 cm  ruler, lined paper, blank paper, subject dividers, a thesaurus, a dictionary, pencil crayons, scissors, glue stick, white out (liquid paper), 3 ring binder (1 ½ to 2 inches).  You should also have a flash drive for sharing work done on the computer.  If other supplies become necessary you will be informed.  It would be useful for you to start saving old magazines for projects we will be doing throughout the year.

Books needed:
These will vary as the year progresses.  The first books you will need will be discussed in the first week.

Please Note:

Students will encounter texts that address male and females roles, race, racism, social status, interpretations of “wealth” and “poverty”, violence, sexuality, and sexual orientation (including “two-spiritedness), as these are all aspects of First Peoples’ lived realities. Some texts contain emotionally challenging references and graphic language that might be considered sensitive content.  The references and language found in the learning resources for this course portray the life experiences of the First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples and provide a realistic context for this portrayal.

Portfolio Assessment and Final Presentations of Learning
Your course work will be evaluated using portfolio assessment and final presentations of learning.  Practice work, assignments, presentations, discussions, course work, quizzes and tests will be compiled throughout the year and then assessed as a whole, based on the learning outcomes, to determine your final course mark.   Below is a description of the evaluation tools.  Assessment will be based on the learning outcomes using performance standards as a guideline.  Evaluation of your reading, writing and oral proficiency based on the learning outcomes will determine your final grade.  Being that English is a skills based course, you will be expected to practice these skills throughout the course, and improve upon them using feedback, both in verbal and written form.  Once you have demonstrated this skills practice, you will then choose various assignments from your portfolio to be evaluated for your final assessment of the learning outcomes. 

Preparation (practice)- This section will also consist of assignments that allow them to practice and prepare for final evaluation of their skills and abilities.  This allows students to practice skills before final evaluation occurs.  Formative assessment, self-evaluation and peer editing will be an important component of this section based on performance standards and assignment rubrics.  Discussions and oral work are also included.   It is essential that students are keeping on top of this practice work, as it will help them achieve the necessary skills and level of writing needed to achieve the learning outcomes.

Assignments and Course Work-This consists of reading/writing/oral assignments, classwork, projects, discussions, group work, and presentations throughout the term.  

Quizzes / Tests / Exams-This consists of quizzes, unit tests (based on one unit of study), and exams (based on several units of study).
Final Presentations of Learning-There will be opportunities throughout the year to present their learning to show achievement of the learning outcomes of the course.  This will consist of various assignments/projects and/or tests that compile an overview of the majority of learning outcomes.

Marking Breakdown of Learning outcomes
Assignments, course work, projects and tests will all be used to evaluate achievement of the required learning outcomes of the course.  Preparation and practice work will be used primarily for formative assessment and feedback, and are not intended for final evaluation of the learning outcomes.  In general reading/writing/oral assignments will be assessed on a 6 point scale, similar to the one used on the provincial exam.  Other assignments, course work, projects and tests may be marked using different rubrics or point values, but these will be converted to a 6 point scale for final summative evaluation based specifically on the learning outcomes for the course.  These marks, based on the portfolio, will then be used to determine a final grade for the course.
6 point scale explanation
	(based on learning outcomes at grade level)
	Exceeding Expectations
	Fully Meeting Expectations
	Satisfactorily Meeting Expectations
	Minimally Meeting Expectations
	Not Quite Meeting Expectations
	Well Below or Not Meeting Expectations

	Grade given 
	5.5/6
	4.5/5
	3.5/4
	3
	2.5
	2 or less

	Converted Point range 
	5.2-6
	4.4-5.1
	3.6-4.3
	3-3.5
	2.4-2.9
	0-2.3

	Letter grade equivalent
	A  ( 86-100% )
	B/B+   (73-85%)
	C/C+  (60-72%)
	C-  (50-59%)
	D  (40-49%)
	E  (<40%)

	Basic general description
	Assignment demonstrates superior depth of discussion and synthesis of ideas.  It demonstrates an insightful understanding  of concepts with thoughtful and well integrated support.
	Assignment demonstrates proficient depth of discussion and synthesis of ideas.  It demonstrates a clear understanding of concepts at the interpretive level.  Support of concepts is convincing and relevant.
	Assignment demonstrates competent discussion of ideas.  It demonstrates some understanding of concepts at the interpretive level.  It is organized and straight forward, but sometimes misses subtle or complex ideas.  Supports concepts with relevant details.
	Assignment demonstrates a somewhat adequate discussion of ideas. It demonstrates some understanding of concepts at a literal level.  It is often unclear, incomplete or lacks detail in responses.  Ideas often simplistic or unevenly developed.  Support not clearly connected.
	Assignment demonstrates an inadequate discussion of ideas.  It often demonstrates a misunderstanding or misinterpretation of concepts.  Responses are often incomplete or restatements of texts.  Underdeveloped and limited ideas.  Support is absent or flawed with little evidence of connections.  Does not meet expectations of the task.
	Assignment demonstrates a less than acceptable discussion of ideas.  It demonstrates a misreading or misinterpretation.  Responses are often irrelevant or off topic.  No evidence of support or connections between ideas.  May be too short to meet requirements.  Makes little or no attempt to accomplish task.


Other things to remember:

Please let me know if you are having difficulties with your studies and arrange for help either during or outside of class time.  Students are responsible for catching up on missed work.  They should establish one or two people in the class with whom they can find out what they have missed If students are going to be away they should let the teacher know as far in advance as possible.   If possible and feasible, work will be given for the time they are away however, there is no guarantee.  They may need to catch up on this work when they come back.  It should also be made clear that missing too much class time will have a detrimental effect on a students’ chance of success in class. Skipping classes is not acceptable.  Assignments/tests missed as a result of this behavior will not be able to be made up and will count as missed work with the same consequences as incomplete work.  

Students are expected to hand in whatever they have done for when an assignment is due.  The assignment will then be marked based on what is handed in.  It is not an option to not submit an assignment. As stated, students will be expected to hand in whatever has been completed at that point.  The only exception to this will be if there are valid reasons for the assignment not being handed in by the required time.  

In the event that a student has either not submitted an assignment, or the assignment was incomplete when handed in, it is possible for an alternate assignment to be given to students that would allow the student to demonstrate their competency in the required learning outcomes.  Alternate assignments may or may not be evaluated on a pass/fail basis.  This will depend upon the circumstances and the learning outcomes involved, as well as the reason for why the assignment was incomplete.  PLEASE NOTE:  Alternate assignments will also have deadlines that will be expected to be followed.  If, after being given the chance to do an alternate assignment, the student still does not complete the work assignment they will have to hand in what they have done and be marked accordingly as being incomplete and/or not meeting expectations for the learning outcomes.

All students writing assignments must follow the writing process and include evidence of their work, including brainstorming, notes, outlines, rough drafts, editing and of course, their good copy.  If these steps are not followed the student it will be considered incomplete and it will be up to the teacher’s discretion as to whether the student will be allowed to redo the assignment or complete an alternate.  In addition, not completing all of the steps will result in a lowered mark for the assignment as all steps are part of the learning outcomes being evaluated.

Enrichment work:
Should a student wish to do further study in a particular area related to aspects of the course they may speak with the teacher and submit a proposal for their study initiative.  Please note that this type of assignment would not be considered bonus work, but rather, a chance to improve a student’s grades by having the chance to submit projects/assignments done at a high level of achievement in relation to curricular competencies.  These marks would then be added into the overall mark scheme for final evaluation based on the learning outcomes under the curricular competencies. 

Last note:  

I am requesting a valid parent email address so as to make communication quicker and more efficient.  If your parents do not have an email address please bring your current home contact numbers to school.  I have your student school email that I will use to send you information but if you do not want me to use your school email, please email me your preferred email address, so I can forward handouts and assignments to you.   My email address is aashley@sd52.bc.ca .  If for some reason this does not work you can also send it to my personal email sportyrupertgirl@hotmail.com .  Please only do this after trying the school email first.  This is the easiest and best way to contact me.    Please let your parents know that email is the quickest and most efficient way to get in touch with me.  You can also keep track of many class handouts, assignments and helpful links on my website:  www.ashley.weebly.com  and then looking for the link to this class, however please note this is not updated daily, so if you cannot find what you are looking for please email me and I will be happy to assist you.

PLEASE REMEMBER REGULAR ATTENDANCE IS CRUCIAL TO YOUR SUCCESS IN CLASS! 

