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What it looks like

Beavers are brown with large front teeth and a flat oval tail. Beavers live in rivers, eat bark, leaves and stems, and build dams to control the water flow in streams. 

What it was used for

Beavers were formerly caught in deadfall traps. Some Kwak'waka'wakw used to wear fur robes made from the skins of beavers and other animals. Dried castor, the strong-smelling gland found in beavers, was sometimes mixed with water for use as a laxitive. A Kwak'waka'wakw man wishing to cause a rainfall would squeeze a beaver castor in one hand while placing his other hand in water and saying a prayer for rain. After this, he would place the castor where it could be eaten by birds. After contact, beaver skins became a valuable item within the fur trade. 

Canada Goose
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What it looks like

The Canada goose has a black head and neck with white patches on the cheek and belly. The rest of the body is brown. 

What it was used for

The Canada goose is a traditional Kwak'wak'wakw food species. Hunters formerly hunted geese at night from canoes with a small, controlled fire on board covered with clay. The steersman would hold a small mat to hide the flames, removing it several times until the geese became accustomed to the light. Then the hunters would paddle the canoe towards the geese, hiding behind the mat and flame which they kept towards the geese to prevent them from seeing the canoe anf hunters. Then the hunters would throw a framed net on top of the birds to trap them. 

http://www.kwakiutl.bc.ca/land/use/
